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The School Library as Learning Commons

Leveraging the Teacher-Librarian
& the School Library Program

�� $�ÀH[LEOH�DQG�UHVSRQVLYH�DSSURDFK�WR��
KHOSLQJ�VFKRROV�IRFXV�RQ�OHDUQLQJ�
FROODERUDWLYHO\��,W�H[SDQGV�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH��WDNLQJ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWRUV�
LQWR�YLUWXDO�VSDFHV�EH\RQG�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�D�
VFKRRO�

�� $�YLEUDQW��ZKROH�VFKRRO�DSSURDFK��SUHVHQWLQJ�
H[FLWLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FROODERUDWLRQ�DPRQJ�
WHDFKHUV��WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�DQG�VWXGHQWV��

�� $Q�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�WKH�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�
LGHDV�DQG�FRQFHSWV��HQFRXUDJLQJ�LQTXLU\��
LPDJLQDWLRQ��GLVFRYHU\�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�WKURXJK�
WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�RI�OHDUQHUV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ��WR�
HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�WR�FRPPXQLWLHV�DURXQG�WKH�
ZRUOG�

7KH�VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�SURJUDP�OHDGV�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�FRPPRQV�DSSURDFK�IRU�WKH�
VFKRRO��7KLV�DSSURDFK�H[WHQGV�EH\RQG�WKH�FHQWUDO��VDIH��DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�
VSDFH�RI�WKH�OLEUDU\��7HDFKHU��OLEUDULDQV�FR�WHDFK��FHQWUDOO\�PDQDJH�
UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�FXUULFXOXP�IRU�WKH�ZKROH�VFKRRO��OHDG�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
WHFKQRORJ\�VNLOOV�VWUDWHJ\��DQG�HQVXUH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�WKH�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�
VNLOOV�QHHGHG�WR�EH�FRQWULEXWLQJ�FLWL]HQV�RI�2QWDULR�DV�WKH\�
IROORZ�WKHLU�SDWKZD\�WR�ZRUN�DQG�RU�SRVW�VHFRQGDU\�
HGXFDWLRQ�

 The Teacher-Librarian and Co-Teaching
�� &R�SODQV��FR�WHDFKHV��FR�DVVHVVHV�ZLWK�WHDFKLQJ�

SDUWQHUV��IURP�IXOO�GD\�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WR�*UDGH����
�� 6XSSRUWV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�QHZ�FXUULFXOXP�DQG�

WHDFKLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�
�� $�OLWHUDF\�SDUWQHU�WHFKQRORJ\�OHDGHU�LQ�HDFK�VFKRRO�

Reading Engagement

�� 7KH�7HDFKHU�/LEUDULDQ�KDV�H[SHUWLVH�WR�VHOHFW�
UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�HQJDJH�VWXGHQWV�DV�UHDGHUV�

�� )DFLOLWDWHV�SURJUDPV�WKDW�SURPRWH�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�
RI�UHDGLQJ��VXFK�DV�WKH�)RUHVW�RI�5HDGLQJ���

The School Library & Information 
Technology Skills

�� $�7HDFKHU�/LEUDULDQ�EHFRPHV�D�WHFKQRORJ\�
PHQWRU�DQG�FRDFK�IRU�DOO�VWDII�DQG�VWXGHQWV�

�� 3URYLGHV�HTXLWDEOH�DFFHVV�WR�WHFKQRORJ\�

The Library as a Safe & Welcoming Space 
�� :HOFRPHV��UHFRJQL]HV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�

HDFK�VFKRRO�
�� 2SHQ�DQG�ÀH[LEOH�PXOWLSXUSRVH�OHDUQLQJ�VSDFH�

WKDW�SURPRWHV�FXULRVLW\�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\��

Collaborative & Consortial Purchasing of
Resources at the Provincial Level

�� 3URYLGHV�HTXLWDEOH�DFFHVV�WR�DXWKRULWDWLYH�GLJLWDO�
UHVRXUFHV�WR�VXSSRUW�LQTXLU\�OHDUQLQJ�

Physical
 and Virtual Space

7KH�/HDUQLQJ�&RPPRQV�VHHNV�WR�
H[SDQG�DQG�LQWHJUDWH�WKH�UHDO�DQG�

YLUWXDO�FKRLFHV�OHDUQHUV�KDYH�WR�VKDUH�
WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV��6DIH��LQFOXVLYH�DQG�
ZHOFRPLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�
D�VFKRRO�DUH�LPSHUDWLYH�WR�PHHW�WKH�
GLYHUVH�DELOLWLHV�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�VW\OHV�RI�

LQGLYLGXDOV��WHDPV�DQG�JURXSV�
�9LUWXDO�OHDUQLQJ�VSDFHV�LQFUHDVH

�WKLV�SRWHQWLDO�

What is a 
Teacher-Librarian?

$Q�2QWDULR�&HUWL¿HG�7HDFKHU�
ZKR�KDV�REWDLQHG�DGGLWLRQDO�

WHDFKLQJ�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�
LQ�/LEUDULDQVKLS�

What is a 
Learning Commons?



Barriers to Optimizing the School 
Library & the Teacher-Librarian

The Need

�� 7KHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�ODUJH�LQHTXLWLHV�LQ�VFKRRO�
OLEUDU\�VWDI¿QJ�PRGHOV�DFURVV�2QWDULR�

�� 7KHUH�LV�QRW�D�GHVLJQDWHG�GHSDUWPHQW��SRUWIROLR�
RU�VWDII�FRQWDFW�IRU�VFKRRO�OLEUDULHV�DW�WKH�
0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�

�� 7KHUH�LV�D�ODFN�RI�SROLF\�RU�SURJUDP�JXLGHOLQHV�
IURP�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�DERXW�VFKRRO�
OLEUDULHV�

�� 6FKRRO�'LVWULFWV�KDYH�EHHQ�JLYHQ�GLVFUHWLRQ�WR�
XVH�VWDII�IXQGLQJ�IRU�VWDI¿QJ�PRGHOV�WKDW�GR�QRW�
LQFOXGH�D�7HDFKHU�/LEUDULDQ�

�� 7KHUH�LV�D�ODFN�RI�DZDUHQHVV�DW�ERWK�ORFDO�DQG�
SURYLQFLDO�OHYHO�RI�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�RI�HIIHFWLYH�
VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�SURJUDPV�

�� 3UH�VHUYLFH�WHDFKHUV�UHFHLYH�OLWWOH�WR�QR�
H[SRVXUH�DERXW�WKH�UROH�RI�HIIHFWLYH�VFKRRO�
OLEUDULHV�DQG�VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�SURJUDPV�

�� (VWDEOLVK�HTXLWDEOH�VWDI¿QJ�PRGHOV�DFURVV�
WKH�SURYLQFH�IRU�VFKRRO�OLEUDULHV�WKDW�LQFOXGH�
7HDFKHU�/LEUDULDQV�DQG�VXSSRUW�VWDII�

�� ,GHQWLI\�D�FRQWDFW�DW�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�
ZLWK�D�VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�SRUWIROLR�

�� ,QWHJUDWH�WKH�VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�SURJUDP�DQG�
7HDFKHU�/LEUDULDQV�LQ�0LQLVWU\�UHVRXUFHV�
GRFXPHQWV�DQG�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�

�� 3URYLGH�SURYLQFLDO�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�OHYHUDJLQJ�
UHVRXUFHV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\��IRU�H[DPSOH��FRQVRUWLDO�
SXUFKDVLQJ�RI�GLJLWDO�UHVRXUFHV��

�� 3URPRWH�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWH�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�EHVW�SUDFWLFH�DW�WKH�0LQLVWU\�
OHYHO��)RU�H[DPSOH��HQVXULQJ�WKDW�DQ�RSHQ�DQG�
ÀH[LEOH�OLEUDU\�VWDI¿QJ�PRGHO�LV�QRW�LQWHUSUHWHG�
DV�SUHSDUDWLRQ�FRYHUDJH�IRU�RWKHU�WHDFKHUV�

�� $�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�VFKRRO�OLEUDULHV�
DUH�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�DOO�VWXGHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
VFKRRO�GD\�

�� 7UDLQLQJ�DERXW�HIIHFWLYH�VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�
SURJUDPV�LQ�3ULQFLSDO�4XDOL¿FDWLRQ�FRXUVHV�

�� ,QWHJUDWH�VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�LQWR�WHDFKHU�
WUDLQLQJ�

Did you know?

Less than 56%�RI�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRROV�
KDYH�D�7HDFKHU�/LEUDULDQ�RQ�VWDII�²�DQG�
PRVW�������ZRUN�SDUW�WLPH��(YHQ�LQ�
VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV�²�ZKHUH�OLEUDULHV�
DUH�ODUJHU��DQG�ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�WHQG�WR�
EH�HQJDJHG�LQ�PRUH�FRPSOH[�UHVHDUFK�
DQG�PRUH�ZLGH�UDQJLQJ�OHDUQLQJ�²�OHVV�
WKDQ�����RI�VFKRROV�KDYH�D�7HDFKHU�
/LEUDULDQ�ZRUNLQJ�IXOO�RU�SDUW�WLPH��D�
QXPEHU�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�IDOOLQJ�IDLUO\�

VWHDGLO\�IURP�D�KLJK�RI�����
LQ������

School Libraries 
Make a Difference!

6FKRROV�ZLWK�SURIHVVLRQDOO\�WUDLQHG�VFKRRO�
OLEUDU\�VWDII�KDYH�UHDGLQJ�DFKLHYHPHQW�
VFRUHV�WKDW�DUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����

SHUFHQWLOH�SRLQWV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�DYHUDJH�LQ�
JUDGH���(4$2�UHVXOWV�

6FKRROV�ZLWKRXW�WUDLQHG�OLEUDU\�VWDII�WHQG�
WR�KDYH�ORZHU�DFKLHYHPHQW�RQ�JUDGH���
DQG���(4$2�UHDGLQJ�WHVWV��ERWK�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�DYHUDJH�DFKLHYHPHQW�DQG�DWWDLQLQJ�

OHYHO���RU�KLJKHU�

www.accessola.com/osla


